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Definitions 

Drainage area means a geographic area within which stormwater, sediments, or 
dissolved materials drain to a particular receiving waterbody or to a particular point 
along a receiving waterbody. 

Transverse ditches mean a geographic area between individual properties within which 
stormwater, sediments, or dissolved materials drain to a drainage area. 

Drainage easements are typically found in areas where flooding or excessive water 
accumulation presents a significant concern, such as communities near bodies of water. 
A drainage easement is designed to isolate a parcel of land for the purpose of collecting 
and transporting water from the surrounding neighborhood streets through a designated 
drainage infrastructure. Even so, the owner of the property upon which the easement is 
located is required to maintain and pay taxes on the property as if it was exclusively 
utilized maintained for his/her use.  

Easement a right to cross or otherwise use someone else's land for a specified purpose. 

Plat a plan, map, or chart of a piece of land with actual or proposed features (such as 
lots). Can obtain a copy at the courthouse. 

Silverwood Plantation HOA is the easement holder of the main drainage areas, 
transverse ditches and swales throughout Silverwood Plantation. 

 

Issue 

Water management on Palmetto and Cypress utilizes a main drainage area between 
properties emptying into the front smaller pond 

Improper/non existing grading, overgrowth and lack of maintenance is preventing the 
drainage area to move water away from homes and roads effectively 

Transverse ditches between individual residents cannot move water effectively due to 
the issues with the main drainage area 



Standing water breeds microorganisms, increases mosquitos, increase of wildlife and 
compounds flooding    

Easement and HOA Requirement 

Easement area of the main drainage area between Palmetto and Cypress Dr is 50’  

Silverwood Plantation HOA is the easement holder of the main drainage areas, 
transverse ditches and swales throughout Silverwood Plantation 

Covenants require the HOA to maintain a cash reserve to maintain drainage areas, 
transverse ditches and swales, to include correcting slope/grade, utilizing rip rack 
where needed 

Drainage easements are typically found in areas where flooding or excessive water 
accumulation presents a significant concern, such as communities near bodies of water. 
A drainage easement is designed to isolate a parcel of land for the purpose of collecting 
and transporting water from the surrounding neighborhood streets through a designated 
drainage infrastructure. Even so, the owner of the property upon which the easement is 
located is required to maintain and pay taxes on the property as if it was exclusively 
utilized maintained for his/her use.  

Maintenance obligations may be onerous; for example, property owners must preserve 
the slope of the land to ensure proper drainage. A property owner with a drainage 
easement is restricted from erecting both temporary (such as a shed) and permanent 
structures (such as a driveway) on the property. The easement holder also has the right 
to take reasonable action to preserve the easement, which could be destructive to the 
owner’s property 

We can provide a copy of the plats, also a copy can be obtained at the court house,  

HOA reserves the right to remove trees and vegetation in the easement area of the main 
drainage area between Palmetto and Cypress Dr’s to maintain healthy water 
management of the community 

Any structure belonging to a homeowner in the easement area will need to be removed 
at the homeowner’s expense 

HOA is not responsible for damage of structures in the easement area of the main 
drainage area between Palmetto and Cypress Dr’s 

We want to work with homeowners, if a homeowner needs some assistance, please 
contact the main office.  

Solution 

HOA has hired contractor to begin correcting the slope/grade, installing rip rack where 
needed, and maintaining drainage areas, transverse ditches, and swales within the 
community for effective water management 



Contractor has surveyed the community and identified the main drainage easement area 
between Palmetto and Cypress Drive as immediate concern for effective water 
management 

Phase I Palmetto and Cypress Drive Main Drainage Area is recommended to start in the 
fall of the year and will be done in phases 

Phase I will start at Lake Tomacheechee Dr working between Palmetto and Cypress Dr 

Contractor will work for 10 days in easement of main drainage area  

Approximate distance: .62 mile or 1 kilometer 

 

  


